Mrs Quynh Chau HUYNH

April 7, 1925 - June 19, 2020

RIEERZ N, Mrs Quynh Chau HUYNH passed away peacefully on 19th June
2020

Aged 94 Years.

Beloved Wife of Thinh HUYNH

Adored Mother of Vi, Ken, Vivian and Jeff

Will be sadly missed and forever in our hearts.

Funeral Service at St. Stephen's Anglican Church, Lidcombe at 10am
Committal Service at Rookwood Memorial Gardens follow immediately after
the church service

Optional parking for the Church Service at Lidcombe Commuter Parking at
Bridge St., Lidcombe (2 minutes walk to church)

Please join us for lunch afterwards at 12:00pm as a thank you from the family
for your support.

Location: F& £ Royal Treasure Seafood Restaurant
Shop 16 Level 2, 27-31 Belmore Street
Emerald (B1) Square, Burwood NSW 2134

If relatives and friends would like to send your condolences through floral



arrangement, please contact Galaxy Funerals by email:
info@galaxyfunerals.com.au
*Last order on Wednesday 25th June 2020 at 12pm*
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Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUN 26. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (AEST)

St. Stephen's Lidcombe Anglican Church
Cnr of Mark & Taylor St
Lidcombe, NSW 2141 (AU)



Tribute Wall



In Memory of Mum from Vi: This brief biography of our mum’s life
was delivered at her funeral Service.

Early years and schooling
Mum was probably born in Guangzhou City (Canton) in south China
but attended primary school in Hong Kong.

In the late 1930s and early 40s, our maternal grandparents moved
to Saigon, alongside many other southern-Chinese people looking
to make a better living and escape Japan's invasion of China. At
this time, Vietnam was still under French administration. There,
mum completed her secondary education in Ecole Chee Yung and
was classmates with dad in junior high school. Her only impression
of dad at this time was 'the boys' sitting at the back of the classroom
and playing ping-pong during lunch. Dad wanted to study French
after junior high, but his father opposed this, so he ended up quitting
study altogether (but that's a story for another time).

Meanwhile, mum continued for another 3 years and completed
senior high. After which, her father kept her at home for a year to
learn cooking and other home-making duties to prepare her to be a
proper wife and daughter-in-law. But before she was matched up,
the school headmaster at her old school invited her to join the
teaching faculty. In the 1950’s, high school education was a rarity,
even for males, so you can imagine the surprise of such an offer.
She accepted with great joy and ended up being the head-teacher
of class 4A for the next 30 years.

Work as a teacher

Being a teacher at this school had its own benefits: a nearby
terraced house at discounted rent — and a couple of minutes away
from school to boot. Some of these staff houses even had their
back-doors connected to school grounds. We would walk home for
lunch (a 2-hour break) and mum would squeeze in a nap before



heading back for afternoon classes. Furthermore, any teacher's
family received free schooling — a special privilege as Chee Yung
was a private school. Mum told us that her youngest brother not
only received free tuition but even received cash prizes for being
one of the top three performers in his class (I also snagged these
cash prizes a couple of times @)). From her first paycheck, all
mum's earnings were handed over to her father (a wonderful legacy
for her grandchildren to follow). At one stage in the early 1950s, she
was even the sole breadwinner for the Lais. With all the school
benefits attached, all her younger siblings (aunties 6, 7, 8, and uncle
9) attended school before returning to China via Hong Kong, thanks
to her help.

In these early days of her working life, apart from teaching, mum
barely left the house. This worried her father so much that he urged
her colleagues to take her out at every opportunity. This led to
mum's love of ballroom dancing, which she enjoyed with her
colleagues; she loved the waltz (and we miss how she taught it to
us). She also especially enjoyed watching Western movies with
Chinese captions; her favourite was Gone with the Wind which she
watched 5 times in the cinema

Part 1of 2..

Vivian Thiem - July 08, 2021 at 06:18 AM



Cont. Part 2 of 2

Love and marriage

In the mid-50s, her father went on a sightseeing trip to the
countryside with a friend. Dropping into a grocery store in a small
town, imagine his surprise to find out that the young man who
managed the store was a student from the same school and year as
mum! Apparently, dad made a striking enough first impression that
her father set them up. Or maybe he was so worried about mum
becoming an old spinster that he couldn't give her away quick
enough!

Mum used to say that dad came into her house with empty hands,
no money, and no job. They had a simple wedding and informed
friends and relatives before traveling to Dal at for their honeymoon. |
don't know what they were doing on their honeymoon, but then |
came along!

Family-life

After | was born, there were 7 people in the household: mum and
dad, mum's parents, and her youngest brother, me, and a maid. Our
maid had always been part of the family; she was my Porpor's maid
and came with them when the family left China. Mum was still the
sole breadwinner then, while dad was able to find work here and
there. To help with the day-to-day expenses, the single-story terrace
(with a loft) was patrtitioned into a boarding house for five people.
They brought in double-bunks to sublease to students from the
countryside, much like a long-term hostel for sleeping only.
Meanwhile, the family squeezed in the Ioft.

Despite this, eighteen months later, Ken came along (They don't
muck around, do they? Can you imagine how they did it in such a
crowd? Oh my!). But before Ken's first birthday, mum's parents and
uncle 9 returned to Hong Kong and Guangzhou for good. They did,
however, leave the maid to help mum and her family. Dad couldn't



hold any long-term jobs until Jeff was 4 years old when he became
a salesman for a laundry powder company. A company car was
given to him (a Citroén 2CV) to complete sales and collect
payments around all of South Vietnam. Then, as the company
prospered and grew, he eventually became the National Sales
Manager. Finally, the sole responsibility of breadwinning was lifted
from mum's shoulders.

Leaving Vietnam

But many of these good things came to an end when the
communists won the Vietnam civil war in 1975. While mum
continued teaching at school, she was only allowed to teach the
students in the morning (instead of having two sessions a day). In
the afternoon, she and the other teachers were forced to learn
about Marxism and write confession letters to instill this ideology in
their students. Each day, she came home exhausted and would lie
in bed, emotionally drained. This was a hard time for our family. This
continued for 3 years until we escaped Vietnam by boat on May 1st,
1978 — without knowing that dad got caught by the regime and was
put in jail.

Eventually, we arrived in Sydney, Australia, in September the same
year; mum would come to call this country her home until she
passed away on June 19th, 2020 at 94 years of age.

Afterword

Our mum was timid yet courageous. Introverted but lively. And very
proud to be an independent, professional woman in her era. She
stared into the unknown, overcame obstacles, crossed oceans, and
gave herself selflessly to her parents, siblings, children, and
grandchildren.

She leaves behind four children, five grandchildren, many friends,
and hundreds of students across the world who love and respect
her.



To those who follow after her, our mum gave up so much for us.
And she gave up so much for you. We only ask that her sacrifices
for us would not be forgotten. There is much more to her story, and
it is worth knowing.

Vivian Thiem - July 08, 2021 at 06:16 AM
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Thanks mum for reminding me that | never put my eulogy up on this
wall. Happy birthday, #4445 | miss you.

#rE
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2 lived through so much, and survived so much.

During the war, she left & ///, then 2%, ending up in a foreign
country where she didn't speak the language.

In Vietnam, she found her teacher’s voice - or, at least, her excuse
for always being really loud. 5744 told me a story this week where,
in the East Hills hostel, one of #:#%'s students from Saigon, who
didn't know she had come to Australia, heard a loud voice!, and
followed the complete lack of volume control until he found his old
teacher.

Z£2% was also loud about how much she loved her family. She was
so proud of her sons and her daughter, so proud of her
grandchildren. | never did ask her if she loved my old piano pieces
before | learned them, or /because/ | learned them. (Had some
trouble with the names, though. "Canon in D" became "“[something
something] dinner®”... and once, "breakfast".) Yet for all of my
childhood laughter at her English, | don't remember her once
laughing at my terrible Cantonese.

After decades in Saigon, #4:#% had to go through it all again. In
another foreign country where she didn't speak the language.

b4 told me about the long walk to work on Parramatta road, and
the hill that was /so/ steep after full days of hard physical work at the



factory. So many days where 4% told mum thought she would just
/fail/ on the long walk home, but she sang herself a song to find
encouragement, and ask for strength to make it home:

Through days of toil when heart does falil,
God will take care of you;

When dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you.

She loved music and poetry. The songs today were some of her
favourites, and | hope you can join us in enjoying the words and
music she loved.

| remember ## telling me about how she learned about God from
her mother. She didn't go to church in Vietnam, but soon after
coming to Sydney, she started going to church in Kogarah. For my
whole life, she's lived with us for half the week, going to church with
us, and taking care of us.

We've been living in upsetting times for a while now. I'm upset |
can't give everyone a big hug for being here today to remember my
2% with us. This week, when thinking about what | could share
today, I've been a little upset to find my memories dominated by the
last few years, where I've watched %4 get frail, where more than
anything else I've just been /worried/, all the time.

But | know she's not here any more. | know that she's free of this
failed body, that she's not just at peace and free of suffering, but
/living/, in a place of incredible, unknowable celebration, where God
delights in her, and rejoices over her with singing.

This comfort isn't the reason why she believed - it's not the reason
/we/ believe - but it's a conclusion drawn from it, and today, |
remember it as a reassurance.

22 | know you're with Jesus now. Thank you for almost 30 years
of love and care and way too many biscuits and requests to play the



dinner song. One day, a trumpet will sound, and God will descend
from heaven, and those who have fallen asleep in Christ will rise.
2 I'll see you then.

Barnabas Thiem - May 18, 2021 at 09:33 AM
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1 file added to the tribute wall

Daisy - November 21, 2020 at 08:28 PM
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Swan Lake by the Imperial Russian Ballet Co at
the State Theatre, Sydney Oct 2019.
A5, mum's favourite ballet show!

Vivian Thiem - October 28, 2020 at 03:57 AM
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Vivian Thiem - August 14, 2020 at 02:42 AM
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Teacher Association membership in French and Chinese.

Vivian Thiem - August 14, 2020 at 02:55 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Vivian Thiem - August 14, 2020 at 02:26 AM



1 file added to the album Tri Dung High School Alumni Association
CA. USA
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Vivian Thiem - July 19, 2020 at 08:39 PM
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Vivian Thiem - July 19, 2020 at 11:45 AM



My family and | first met Mrs Quynh over 30 years ago at St
Clement's Anglican Church, Marrickville. To us, Mrs Quynh was
Vivian's mum and Joseph's mother-in-law. To our children, Mrs
Quynh was Barnabas and Silas' grandmother.

They were good times - worshipping and fellowshipping together,
having meals in the church hall or in the big back yard of the
Theim's residence, down the road from the church.

We will have a familiar face to look out for when we arrive at our
Father's house.

BeeHoon - 19 July at 11.07pm

BeeHoon Hume - July 19, 2020 at 09:06 AM

Hi BeeHoon and Terry, thanks for sharing the lovely memories.
Eternal life in the Father's house! What a blessed assurance we have
in Christ Jesus.

Vivian Thiem - July 19, 2020 at 07:48 PM

Daisy Liu lit a candle in memory of Mrs Quynh |
Chau HUYNH
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Daisy Liu - June 27, 2020 at 06:23 AM
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I met Mrs Huynh at Lidcombe Anglican church over a year ago. Mrs
Huynh is a very gentle and lovely sister. Every Sunday we worship God
and Bible study together with Mrs Huynh. We miss Mrs Huynh very
much. But we are very sure that , we will meet Mrs Huynh again in
heaven . Mrs Huynh we love you always § Suzanne & Linda Ho

Linda Ho - June 26, 2020 at 09:03 AM
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Yeuk Chi Sin - June 25, 2020 at 08:25 AM

Dear Mama,

There are so many things that i would like to share with you and say
to you, but there really are not enough words in this world that can
convey my feelings but, i think the closest will be, Thank you.

Thank you for your heart, Thank you for your kindness, Thank you
for your grace and elegance.

From every memory we have together all i can remember is your
wisdom and kindness. You have only ever given to others and never
took anything.

Your last words of wisdom to me was don’t work too hard and these
words have really been sitting with me deeply, a reminder to truly
cherish every moment because time really does move so fast.

Thank you Mama for showing me your heart. Encourage me with
my walk with God and just being there. | will miss you so much and i
am so excited to see you again in eternity where i can spend more
time with you.

Love,
Hillary, your beloved eldest granddaughter.

Hillary Wong - June 25, 2020 at 07:57 AM
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Connie Mo lit a candle in memory of Mrs |

Quynh Chau HUYNH

Connie Mo - June 24, 2020 at 09:59 PM
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Connie Mo - June 24, 2020 at 09:51 PM
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Jeff Wong - June 24, 2020 at 11:34 AM

Mum at (her second oldest grandson) Silas and Hannah's wedding
2017. Age 91

Vivian Thiem - June 25, 2020 at 07:58 AM
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Vivian Thiem - June 24, 2020 at 09:22 AM



Missed you so much mum!

On our boat journey from Cholon Vietnam at 1978, you taught me
two of your favourite songs which | still remember.

These songs were derive from the Chinese modern poet, the
famous Henry Tsu who studied at Cambridge, London 1922. Upon
departing Cambridge, he wrote:

" Quietly, | come. Quietly, | leave”
" | just happen to cast a shadow on you"

They becomes my favourite songs since.
Love you mum!

Your daughter

Vivian

Vivian Thiem - June 23, 2020 at 11:41 PM



